
The Bible tells us in Genesis chapter 6 that God warned Noah about a huge
flood that would cover the world because people had become so wicked. Only
Noah and his family would be saved. God told Noah to build a huge boat,
called an Ark, which would carry him and his wife, and his 3 sons and their
wives. It would also carry a male and female of each kind of animal that
would not be able to survive outside the Ark.
Was there enough room on the Ark?
Many people don’t think so, because
they have seen silly pictures or models
which make the Ark look like a little
house-boat (see below). However,
some people have built full-size mod-
els of the Ark, like the one on the right
in Kentucky, USA. Visitors can go in-
side and see full-size model animals in
pens, as well as Noah’s living quarters.
There was plenty of room on the Ark to
keep Noah’s family and the animals
safe during the year-long flood!

THE BOAT
NOAH BUILT
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Don’t be fooled by some of the
pictures you see — Noah’s Ark

was really HUGE!
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The MS Sunward II (above) was a
cruise ship that operated from 1971
to 2013. At first it was called Cunard
Adventurer, but ended its life with
the name Coral. It was 148 meters
(486 feet) long, and weighed 14,000
tonnes. This was almost exactly the
same size and weight as Noah’s Ark!

This toy Ark may be cute, but
the real Ark was nothing like this!
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The full-size Ark on the left, com-
plete with model animals, was built
in Holland by Johan Huibers. He
built it to show people that the sto-
ry of Noah’s Ark was really true.  It
was opened to visitors in 2012.  He
had earlier built a half-size model.
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IN 1941, George de Mestral, an engineer who lived in
Switzerland, was walking his dog in the woods. He noticed

that seeds (”burrs”) from the burdock plant were sticking to his
clothes and his dog’s hair. He then noticed that the seeds have
lots of tiny hooks on them. Mr de Mestral realised that if this
design could be copied it would be very useful. He spent
nearly eight years experimenting, until he produced what we
now call Velcro.
This is made of two parts —one part has  thousands of
tiny hooks and the other part thousands of tiny loops.

When they are joined they
hold together, but can
easily be pulled apart
without damaging the ma-
terial.  Mr de Mestral
named his invention Vel-
cro, from the French
words velours, meaning
'velvet', and crochet, or
'hook'. Velcro is now used
to hold and fasten thou-

ANIMALS THAT COULD
SURVIVE OUTSIDE THE

ARK:
2, 6, 8, 9 AND 11.
BIBLE VERSE:

“As long as the earth contin-
ues, there will be planting

and harvest.
Cold and hot, summer and

winter, day and night will not
stop.”

(Genesis 8: 22)
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sands of things, from shoes
(right) and ball games to car
bumpers. It took Mr de Mes-
tral nearly eight years to de-
sign Velcro, so the hooks on
those “burrs” could never
have been produced by chance evolution!

Although they were quite safe on the Ark during the great
flood, Noah and his family must have been very happy
when it ended, and they were able to step out into the
world again. It was a very different world. Because of
people’s wickedness God had to make a fresh start with
Noah’s family and the animals. God then made a promise
that He would never send another worldwide flood: “I am
putting my rainbow in the clouds. It is the sign of the
agreement between me and the earth. When I bring
clouds over the earth, a rainbow appears in the clouds.
Then I will remember my agreement. It is between me and
you and every living thing. Floodwaters will never again destroy all life on the earth”
(Genesis 9: 13-15). When you see a rainbow, remember it stands for God’s promise.

  God loves everyone, and wants us all to live safely with Him for ever. Noah and his
family were safe from God’s flood judgment. God will judge the world again some day

and wants us all to be saved. Just as Noah and his family had
an ark, God’s Son, Jesus, came to be our “Ark of safety.”
  We have all done wrong things, but Jesus died on the cross
and rose again. So if we’re really sorry for those wrong
things, and believe He died for us, we are forgiven. Jesus
said: “I am the door. The person who enters through me will
be saved.” (John 10: 9). Just as Noah and his family had to
go through the door of the Ark, so we all need to come to God
through Jesus. He is the doorway to eternal life, and the only
way to be kept safe for ever.

pixabay.com

Find out more at www.arkencounter.com

NEW

VELCRO

A Burdock plant

Velcro hooks magnified

Many people don’t believe the story of Noah and the flood
because they think he would have had to travel all around the
world to bring all the animals to the Ark. But he didn’t have to
do that! God told Noah to take “two of every kind of bird,
animal and crawling thing,” but He also said, “ They will come to
you to be kept alive.” (Genesis 6: 19-20).  We know that many
animals can sense the approach of danger. God guided the
animals to Noah. All Noah had to do was gather enough food,
and then get the animals safely on board the Ark!

Velcro is a copy of God’s design.  He created
the tiny hooks on the Burdock seeds so that
they would stick to animals’ fur and be
spread around. Next time you use something
with Velcro, remember God did it first!

Jesus said:
“I am the door.”

By
 O

liv
ep

ix
el

:fl
ic

kr
.c

om



(Answers on the next page)
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PUZZLE CORNER

HAWAIIN FLOOD STORY: A man named Nu-
u made a great canoe with a house on it and
filled it with animals. In this story, the waters
came up over all the earth and killed all the

Flood stories from around the world
THERE are hundreds of flood stories in the

world. They come from almost every coun-
try. Many of them are a little different from the
Bible story, but most of them tell of a great
flood, a boat being built, and people and ani-
mals being saved. And some mention a rain-
bow. These stories existed long before
Christian missionaries went to these countries
and told people the story of Noah’s Ark.
 The best explanation is that these stories come
from people’s memories of the real Flood.
Some of the details may have been lost or
forgotten, but they all point to the fact that
there was a flood which covered the whole
world, and that people built a boat to save
themselves and the animals.

A FLOOD STORY FROM GREECE says a man named
Deucalion was told to build a chest (above left) to sur-
vive a flood. This story says that some men on high
mountains also survived the flood.
A WESTERN AUSTRALIAN FLOOD STORY tells how
a man named Gajara and his family survived a world-
wide flood on a raft (above right). He then sent birds to
see if the waters had gone down. Pleased by the smell
of cooking kangaroo, the god Ngadja placed a rainbow
in the sky to stop the rain clouds.

NONE OF THESE ‘ARKS’ WOULD HAVE STAYED AFLOAT!

BUILT TO WITHSTAND THE STORM!
God told Noah: “Build a boat of cypress wood for yourself. Make
rooms in it and cover it inside and outside with tar. This is how big I
want you to build the boat: 450 feet (135 meters) long, 75 feet (23
meters) wide and 45 feet (14 meters)  high.” (Genesis 6: 15-16). The
Ark had 3 decks. Noah was told to take animals from each kind, not
each species. So there was room for them all.*
 The flood lasted just over a year, so the Ark must have been very
strong. Charles Betts, an architect for the British Navy, studied the
Ark’s design, and said it would have been able to withstand hurri-
cane-force winds. Noah followed God’s instructions, so he and his
family and the animals were safe, ready to live in the world again
after the flood.
*See www.noahsarkzoofarm.co.uk/noahs-ark-exhibition

The Flood left it’s mark
We can see the effects of the great flood of Noah’s time
all around the world. It left deep layers of mud which
later became hard rock. Some of these layers, like these
at Lulworth Cove, England (left) are twisted. This must
have happened while they were still soft. Millions of
animals were buried in the rocks, and many of them
became fossils, like the trilobites on the right. Fossils
can only form when things are buried quickly. This
evidence shows that the rocks were formed fast, not
slowly over millions of years.
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The Ark was very big. Noah and his family
may have spent 70 years building  it

Cross out letter,
beginning with the first, to

spell a Bible promise.
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HAWAIIAN FLOOD STORY: A man named
Nu-u made a great canoe (above) with a house
on it and filled it with animals. In this story, the
waters came up over all the earth and killed all
the people; only Nu-u and his family were saved.

HINDU FLOOD STORY
FROM INDIA: God
asked a man called
Manu to ‘build a strong
ark’ to protect life and
good people from the
Flood. He was also told
to fill the ark with ‘seeds
of all things’ and  a ‘pair of each animal.’ A fish god
called Matsya towed the boat to a mountain-top.

I visited a Craft Fair where many beautiful handi-
crafts, models, ornaments and pictures were on
display. Everyone admired the skill of the crafts-
men and women. One very beautiful item was a
dragonfly made of stained glass. I realised that the person who made it
was very clever. Then I thought about the real dragonflies that we
sometimes see flitting around in the summer sunshine. Not only are they
more beautiful than that model, but they are alive!
Everyone who saw those glass models would agree
that someone made them, so why do so many people
believe that living dragonflies had no designer?

  Dragonflies begin life under the water of some pond or stream, where eggs hatch
into ‘nymphs’, They have no wings, and look nothing like dragonflies.  In fact they
are ugly, and very fierce, and will even eat tadpoles and small fish. Some species
spend several years under the water, but eventually they feel a strong urge to
climb up the stalk of a plant and into the fresh air.  Then an amazing thing happens:
the nymph’s skin splits open (right), and a beautiful dragonfly comes out, ready to
fly away into the sunshine! There was no doubt that a craftsman made the model
I saw at the Fair. How much more did real dragonflies need a Craftsman to make
them. Only God can be that Craftsman. There is no other explanation. We praise human craft-workers
for the things they design. How much more should we praise God, not just for dragonflies, but for all
His wonders! —Geoff Chapman
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A real live dragonfly


